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Kulcsár László és Székely Csaba 75. születésnapjára 

A születésnapi köszöntő írások többnyire objektív hangvételűek. Nem is 

lehetnek mások, hiszen ilyenkor a pályatársak számba veszik, hogy az ün-

nepeltek, hosszú alkotó életpályájuk során mi mindennel foglalkoztak, mit 

kutattak, kiket és hol oktattak, értek el ilyen és olyan eredményeket. 

Ugyanakkor, ha valóban az ünnepeltet szeretnénk megismerni, akkor leg-

inkább a dolgok mélyére kell látnunk és megkeresnünk, hogy a hosszú 

életút mögött mennyi terv, mennyi siker, mennyi meghiúsult álom, meny-

nyi beteljesülés bújik meg valójában. A gyermekkori vágyak miként vál-

tak valósággá. Különösen igaz ez, ha két jó barát párhuzamos életíve sok-

szor és sokat közelítette meg egymást, sok a közös vonás bennük. Erősí-

tették, kiegészítették egymást és lám, ma meghazudtolva a matematika 

törvényeit, ezek a párhuzamosak összeértek. Székely Csaba és Kulcsár 

László professzoraink 75 évesek lettek. Más és más sikerek jellemezik 

életüket, más és más gondolatkörben alkottak.  

Kulcsár László a vidék és a vidéki emberek társadalmának ismerője. 

Lelkes szociológus és regionalista, igazi társadalomtudós. Erdély és a Fel-

vidék szerelmeseként a társadalmi–gazdasági egyenlőtlenségek feltárása, 

értékelése és a folytonos megoldáskeresés váltak élethivatásává. Azt 

szokták mondani, hogy az írástudók kötelessége megírni a történelmet. 

Ami nincs megírva, az nem létezik az utókor számára. Professzor úr min-

dent megtett azért, hogy a hiteles vidéket ismerhessük meg általa. A vi-

dékfejlesztés, a területi egyenlőtlenségek vizsgálata, a vidéki társadalom, 

kultúrájának feltárása állt hozzá a legközelebb. Egyszerűen, könnyen 

„emészthetően” írt mindig is. A több évtizedes oktatási és kutatási tapasz-

talata, számos tanítványt inspirált. A 2017-ben megjelent eddigi utolsó 

könyvében hét fő fejezetben taglalja szakmai életének összefoglalóját. A 

szakmai inspiráción és elméleti alapvetéseken át eljut a vidékfejlesztés és 

a társadalomtörténet kapcsolatáig, a szociológiai, gazdasági, kulturális és 

társadalompolitikai vonatkozásokig. Kiváló metszetet ad a vidék funk-

cióinak áttekintéséhez, a területi egyenlőtlenségek, a területi tőke ala-

kulásának bemutatásához. A helyi társadalmak és a bennük zajló folya-

matok, a szakmapolitikai ajánlások méltó ívet rajzol a szerző és életútja 

köré. A hét főfejezet egy-egy megállóhely, egy-egy töprengés Kulcsár 

László életében, amelyet hol lóháton, hol egyszerűen csak Hegykőn, a 

Fertő-parti településen üldögélve gondolt át újra és újra. Kulcsár László 



 

professzor folyamatosan alkot ma is. Ír és tanít, mert tanítványai és fele-

sége, Csilla inspirálják.  

A születésnapos Professzoraink tiszteletére létrejött kötetek méltó-

képpen prezentálják a kivételesen gazdag tudományos teljesítményeket és 

életutakat. A megjelent tanulmányok szerzői köszöntik Székely Csaba és 

Kulcsár László professzor urakat, akikhez most a Soproni Egyetem nevé-

ben csatlakozom én is. Isten éltessen mindkettőtöket és tartsa meg barát-

ságotokat! „Vivat, crescat et floreat Academia, Vivant Professores!” 

 
 

Fábián Attila 

  



 

Előszó – Kulcsár László 75 éves 

Megtisztelő egy olyan professzor jubileumi tanulmánykötetéhez előszót 

írni, aki tanított az egyetemi éveim alatt és később kollégája lehettem Gö-

döllőn, majd Sopronban. Kulcsár professzor életútja fordulatokban gaz-

dag, a tudomány művelése és szeretete vezérelte eddigi pályáját. 

Életútjának első jelentősebb fordulta, hogy jogász végzettsége elle-

nére az MTA aspiránsaként a mezőgazdaság, a vidék szociológiai kérdé-

seivel foglalkozott, s disszertációja tükrözi a vidéki térségek átalakulásá-

nak sajátosságait éppúgy, mint ennek az átalakulásnak történetileg kiala-

kult egyenlőtlenségeit. Empirikus kutatási tapasztalatait, módszertani fel-

készültségét a Tömegkommunikációs Kutatóközpont munkatársaként el-

töltött 15 év alapozta meg. A Gödöllői Agrártudományi Egyetemen meg-

teremtette a vidékszociológia és a vidékfejlesztés oktatásának, kutatásá-

nak alapjait. Tanszékén, intézetében kinevelődött egy olyan generáció, 

amely nemzetközi mércével mérve is komoly tudományos eredményeket 

produkált. 

Tevékenysége nemcsak a tudományos szférában, az oktatásban, ha-

nem számos vidéki térség kezdeményezéseinek támogatásában is jelentős 

itthon, Erdélyben és a Felvidéken is. Nemzetközi tudományos teljesítmé-

nyét jelzi, hogy több kutatási projektet vezetett a FAO megbízásából, a 

Cornell Egyetem (USA) felkérésére. Több mint húsz alkalommal járt az 

Egyesült Államokban, különböző egyetemeken. Tudományos konferenci-

ákon vett részt az Egyesült Államokban, Angliában, Braziliában, Norvé-

giában, Szlovákiában, Görögországban, Lengyelországban, Oroszország-

ban, Romániában, Finnországban. Több mint 500 tudományos publikáci-

ójára több, mint 1100 hivatkozást kapott.  

Dolgozott az Európai Uniós csatlakozást előkészítő munkákban a 

Földművelési és Vidékfejlesztési Minisztérium felkérésére, szakmai irá-

nyítója volt az Erdélyi Magyar Tudományegyetem (Sapientia) létreho-

zására kialakított projektnek a Határon Túli Magyarok Hivatalának fel-

kérésére. 

Székely Csabával együtt alapította a Kar Tudományos Folyóiratát 

(Gazdaság és Társadalom), s annak ma is a főszerkesztő-helyettese. Fő-

szerkesztője az „Autonómia és Társadalom” folyóiratnak és a „Journal of 

Appalachian Studies” (USA) folyóirat tanácsadó testületének tagja. 



 

A Karon működő „Széchenyi István” Gazdálkodás- és Szervezéstu-

dományok Doktori Iskola az emberi erőforrások társadalmi–gazdasági 

összefüggései, Társadalmi–gazdasági egyenlőtlenségek PhD programjá-

nak vezetője. Ma is aktív szerepet vállal a tudományos utánpótlás nevelé-

sében.  

A jubileumi tanulmánykötet szerzői professzor úr felkérésére készí-

tették el az írásaikat a jelenlegi kutatásaik alapján, összesen 12 tanulmány 

került megjelentetésre 13 szerző tollából. A témák igen változatosak, a 

tanulmányok magyar és angol nyelven készültek. 

 

Kedves Professzor Úr! Születésnapod alkalmából sok szeretettel kö-

szöntelek a Kar és a magam nevében. Köszönjük, hogy oly sokat tettél és 

teszel ma is a tudományért. Jó egészséget kívánok!  

 

 

Sopron, 2022. március 2. 

 

Széles Zsuzsanna 

 



 

 

Foreword – László Kulcsár is 75 years old 

I feel honored to write a foreword for the jubilee volume of a professor 

who taught me during my university years and later became my colleague 

first in Gödöllő and then in Sopron. Professor Kulcsár's career has been 

full of twists and turns, guided by his love and cultivation of science. 

The first significant turn in his career was that, despite his law degree, 

as a candidate to the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, he dealt with soci-

ological issues of agriculture and rural areas, and his dissertation reflects 

the specific features of the transformation of rural areas as well as the his-

torical inequalities of this transformation. His empirical research experi-

ence and methodological skills were based on 15 years of experience as a 

researcher at the Centre for Mass Communication Research. At the Uni-

versity of Agriculture in Gödöllő, he laid the foundations for teaching and 

research in rural sociology, as well as rural development. In his depart-

ment and institute, a generation has grown up which has produced serious 

scientific results by international standards. 

His work is significant not only in the academic sector and in educa-

tion, but also supporting initiatives in many rural areas in Transylvania 

and Upper Hungary. His international scientific achievements are demon-

strated by the fact that he has led several research projects commissioned 

by the FAO and carried out at the request of Cornell University (USA). 

He has visited the United States more than twenty times at various univer-

sities. He has participated in scientific conferences in the USA, England, 

Brazil, Norway, Slovakia, Greece, Poland, Russia, Romania, Finland. He 

has more than 1100 citations for more than 500 scientific publications.  

He contributed to the preparatory work for the accession to the Euro-

pean Union at the request of the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Devel-

opment and was the professional manager of the project for the establish-

ment of the Hungarian University of Transylvania (Sapientia) at the re-

quest of the Office of Hungarians Beyond the Border. 

Together with Csaba Székely, he founded the Faculty’s Scientific 

Journal (Economy and Society) and is still its deputy editor-in-chief. He 

is the editor-in-chief of the journal “Autonomy and Society” and a mem-

ber of the advisory board of the Journal of Appalachian Studies (USA). 

He is the head of the PhD program in Socio-economic Contexts of 

Human Resources, Socio-economic Inequalities at the István Széchenyi 



 

Doctoral School of Business Administration and Management at the Fac-

ulty of Economics. He is still active in the education of young scientists.  

The authors of the jubilee volume of papers were invited by the Pro-

fessor to write on the basis of their current research, and a total of 12 pa-

pers by 13 authors have been published. The topics are very varied, and 

the papers are written in Hungarian and English. 

 

Dear Professor! On the occasion of your birthday, I would like to ex-

tend my warmest greetings to you on behalf of the Faculty and myself. 

Thank you for what you have done, and you continue to do for science. I 

wish you good health!  

 

 

Sopron, 02 March 2022 

 

Zsuzsanna SZÉLES 
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László Kulcsár: Colleague and Friend 

David L. Brown1 

Background 

The Hungarian People’s Republic (Magyar Népköztársaság) was a one-

party socialist state from 1949 to 1989. Hungary emerged from the 

USSR’s sphere of influence in 1989 and began its transformation from 

state socialism toward capitalism and democracy. This transformation 

was experienced throughout Hungarian society, including in academia. 

Meanwhile, the post-socialist transformation stimulated new scholarly in-

terest in Central and Eastern Europe among researchers and educators 

throughout the “West”, including in the United States. Foundations and 

national governments funded research and scholarly engagement projects 

in Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, the Czech Republic, and other nations in 

the ex-socialist region. As a result, there was a “great sucking sound” as 

western scholars boarded planes for the region enthusiastic at the prospect 

of developing new research collaborations with scholars and academic in-

stitutions there. 

During my 25-year career at the US Department of Agriculture and 

at Cornell University, I had become a recognized authority on rural pop-

ulation dynamics, and how they affect the prospects for social and eco-

nomic development of rural areas in the United States. Until this time, my 

research was exclusively on the United States. I had no international 

scholarly experience, and no prospects for professional activity outside of 

the US. In 1990, I was completing a 9-year term as chair of the Depart-

ment of Development Sociology, and director of the Community and Re-

gional Development Institute at Cornell University and planning my tran-

sition back to full-time research and teaching. While I planned to continue 

my research on the population of rural America, I was looking for oppor-

tunities to examine social, economic and demographic changes in rural 

areas outside of the US. Where in the world that might be was unclear.  

                                                            
1  International Professor of Development Sociology  

Emeritus, Department of Global Development 

Cornell University, USA 

https://doi.org/10.35511/978-963-334-430-9-Brown
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 The “Blind Date”  

One day, out of the blue, I received a phone call from the College’s Office 

of International Programs. This was quite unexpected because, as I have 

indicated, my work focused exclusively on the US. The program officer, 

Larry Zuidema, explained that Cornell was participating in a Mellon 

Foundation funded collaboration with the University of Limerick in Ire-

land and Godollo University in Hungary focused on the transition to mar-

ket agricultural economics in Hungary. In addition, the project included a 

focus on rural community development. At that time, Cornell was not en-

gaged in the rural development part of the project which did not please the 

Mellon Foundation. They wanted to know why a university with a Com-

munity and Regional Institute was not engaged in the project’s rural de-

velopment activities. Zuidema asked if I would like to join the project to 

help fulfill Cornell’s commitments. I explained that I was a US-oriented 

scholar with no knowledge of Hungary or the broader region, and little 

knowledge about the post-socialist processes affecting the region at that 

time. However, since I was contemplating broadening my research agenda 

beyond the US, perhaps this project might a good way to begin that pro-

cess. Accordingly, I requested 3 months to read deeply on these issues to 

see if I could “catch the Central and Eastern Europe bug”. Almost imme-

diately I became fascinated with Hungarian history, culture, and society, 

and with the political-economic changes transforming the nation and its 

neighbors. I wondered how these macro-social changes were affecting 

people and communities in the rural periphery. What causal pathways 

transmitted alterations in national level institutional structures to rural re-

gions and communities? How did changes in the nation’s social welfare 

sector affect the wellbeing of rural families, women and children? Also, 

as I soon learned, Hungary was engaged in the European Union’s pre-

accession process which had dramatic implications for rural society.  

At the end of three months, I joined the project. I asked Larry 

Zuidema what would be required, and who I would work with. He re-

sponded that a portion of the project’s resources was reserved for rural 

development, and I could use them as I thought best. For someone who 

was used to obtaining research funds through a highly competitive pro-

posal-based process, this was almost too good to be true. Moreover, while 

the funds were not large in the US context, I was soon to learn that they 

could support a sizable socio-demographic research project in Hungary. 

As to who I would work with, Larry told me to contact Professor László 
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Kulcsár at Gödöllő University (There was also a person in Ireland, but we 

never worked together.) Having no previous international research expe-

rience, I was clueless about how to engage with Professor Kulcsar. 

Zuidema told me to send him an e-mail and make plans for getting to-

gether in Gödöllő. OK, a “blind date.” This seemed a bit risky to me. What 

if we didn’t like each other? What if we had no common interests? Larry 

agreed to go with me to Hungary for the first meeting. He’d show me the 

ropes. Sold! 

Developing a Research Program and a Lasting Friendship 

To make a long story short, we liked each other, and we had a lot of com-

mon scholarly interests. Moreover, I found Hungary to be a magical place. 

The people were intelligent and highly spirited, the landscape was beauti-

ful, and the rural and urban communities were intriguing. And I really 

liked the food! My initial visit was mainly for getting to know each other 

and identifying ideas for future research. We were both interested in pub-

lishing research in scholarly journals; we shared an interest in conducting 

applied research that informed Hungarian rural development policy; and 

we were both dedicated to educating a new cadre of rural development 

researchers in Hungary and in the US. On subsequent visits, I accompa-

nied Laci (common nickname version of Laszlo) on his travels throughout 

rural Hungary, often to observe community development projects he was 

conducting in association with the European Union’s SAPARD pre-ac-

cession process. These visits to the villages in the Tisza River Valley, the 

rural peripheries of Miskolc and Nyiregyhaza in the northeast, Debrecen 

in the east, Gyor and Eger in the northwest and Pecs in the south gave me 

a good sense for the rich diversity of Hungary’s rural society. These 

shared experiences informed the research strategy we deployed in our sub-

sequent research. We were not alone in developing this research program. 

Laci’s research group at the time consisted of a number of talented col-

leagues and enthusiastic students.2 Moreover, Csaba Székely, Gödöllö’s 

rector, encouraged our work and provided supporting resources.  

                                                            
2  Some of these colleagues included Imre Madarász, Dezső Kovács, Tibor Farkas, and 

somewhat later Csilla Obádovics and László J. Kulcsár.  
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Our Accomplishments 

Once we had gotten to know each other, we began to develop our schol-

arly goals and research design. We wanted to understand how rural house-

holds made a living given Hungary’s astronomically high official unem-

ployment rates during the early 1990s. What strategies did people employ 

to earn income, and/or to obtain resources from outside of the formal 

economy? Our travels around rural Hungary helped us design a multi-

stage sampling strategy based on 4 primarily rural micro-regions, 49 vil-

lages with those regions, and over 400 randomly selected households in 

these villages. All interviews were conducted by Gödöllő University stu-

dents as part of their summer course in applied research methodology. 

These procedures resulted in a large and robust sample of rural households 

that we used in numerous papers and presentations. We published two 

major articles: “Household Economic Behavior in Post-Socialist Rural 

Hungary.” (Rural Sociology, 2001. Vol. 66, No. 2: 157-18), and “Post-

Socialist Restructuring and Population Redistribution in Hungary.” (Rural 

Sociology, 2005. Vol. 70. No. 3: 336-359; co-authored with László J. 

Kulcsár and Csilla Obádovics). In the first paper we showed that rural 

households buffered the difficult economic times by deploying a hybrid 

livelihood strategy that merged income from the formal economy, benefits 

from Hungary’s shrinking social welfare sector, and goods and services 

obtained through inter-household exchange. Contrary to expectations, we 

showed that better off households were more likely to engage in inter-

household exchange compared with their less well-off counterparts. Such 

exchanges deeply embedded in Hungarian rural culture, part of Hungary’s 

“cultural toolkit.” Inter-household exchanges were common prior to so-

cialism, and they were extremely important during the post socialist pe-

riod. A related paper focused on the impacts of fiscal austerity on rural 

families during post-socialism. It showed that women paid a dispropor-

tionate toll in rural communities as Hungary withdrew resources from its 

social budget (“Rural Families and Rural Development in Central and 

Eastern Europe.” Eastern European Countryside, Vol. 6: 5-23). 

Our second major paper also produced unexpected results. While 

most scholars and policy makers expected a new surge of rural to urban 

migration during post-socialism as the rural economy shed agriculturally 

related jobs and opportunities, our research revealed a more complex re-

ality. Using data from the Hungarian Central Statistical Office (KSH) and 
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from our household survey, we demonstrated that post-socialist popula-

tion de-concentration involved both suburbanization and net movement to 

villages, especially villages that are located relatively close to cities. Con-

trary to our expectations, movement to villages was from nearby settle-

ments, not from de-industrializing urban centers. Moreover, migrants to 

villages were substantially better off than longer-term village residents in 

terms of their human capital and their attachment to the labor force. Con-

sequently, post-socialist population de-concentration was not contributing 

to rural poverty as feared by some scholars.  

In addition to these and other articles, we presented numerous papers 

at scholarly meetings beginning in 1996 in Bucharest at the Congress of 

International Rural Sociological Association. Following this, we made 

more than a dozen presentations to the European Society of Rural Sociol-

ogy (ESRS), the American Rural Sociological Society (RSS) and the Pop-

ulation Association of America. We were invited to present our research at 

prestigious institutions such as the International Institute for Systems Anal-

ysis in Vienna, the Central European University in Budapest, and the Uni-

versity of Pennsylvania. In addition to participating in international con-

gresses, Laci and I sought to develop a research network focused on rural 

development in Central and Eastern Europe. In collaboration with col-

leagues from the Slovak Agricultural University in Nitra and the Warsaw 

Agricultural University,3 we hosted an international conference on rural de-

velopment in Central and Eastern Europe in 2000. More than 100 scholars 

from ten countries participated in the conference which was held in Pod-

banskie, Slovakia in the High Tatra Mountains. A proceedings volume of 

the congress’ papers was published (“Rural Development in Central and 

Eastern Europe.” Nitra: Slovak Agricultural University), and a brief journal 

article shared the agenda for research on rural development prepared by the 

Congress’ participants (“Research Needs for Rural Development in Central 

and Eastern Europe at the Turn of the Century.” Eastern European Coun-

tryside, 2000. Vol. 6: 149-159, D.L. Brown and A. Bandlerova).4  

                                                            
3  Anna Bandlerova was the principal colleague from Slovakia and Mieczyslaw Adamo-

wicz from Poland, and Kai Schafft from Cornell University.  
4 A follow up congress was held ten years later in Nitra. (“Social & Economic Transfor-

mations Affecting Rural People and Communities in Central and Eastern Europe Since 

1990.” Proceedings of a Research Conference, Nitra: Slovak Agricultural University. 

Babjakova, B., A. Bandlerova, D.L. Brown, A. Kaleta, L.J. Kulcsár, and J. Singel-

mann. (eds.)). 
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Legacy 

Our work has had a lasting impact that continues to this day. Perhaps its 

most enduring legacy is the young scholars who began their careers par-

ticipating in our projects who are now influential mid-career scholars in 

both Hungary and the United States. Tibor Farkas is head of the Depart-

ment of Rural and Regional Development at the Hungarian University of 

Agriculture and Life Sciences. Csilla Obádovics is Professor of Statistics 

and Social Science Methodology in the “Alexander Lámflussy” Faculty 

of Economics at the Sopron University. Kai Schafft is Professor of Edu-

cation and Rural Sociology at Penn State University, and past president of 

the Rural Sociological Society, and László J. Kulcsár is Department Head 

of Agricultural Economics, Sociology, and Education, and Professor of 

Rural Sociology and Demography at Penn State. Laci and I are extremely 

proud of these influential scholar/ educators.  

 Who could have known that a “blind date” in 1993 would produce 

such influential scholarship, train a new cohort of rural scholars, and result 

in an enduring friendship that has lasted over 30 years? Our friendship and 

collaboration enriched my life both professionally and personally. I have 

deeply appreciated knowing and working with Professor László Kulcsár. 

He is a great guy! 
 

  



 


