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ABSTRACT

The concept of value retention is linked to a specific social stratum, which, in addition to age and various
existential values, is determined by the product's styling, formal appearance, and the complexity of the
product's use-related or quality-related and other added values and properties. The value and durability
include everything that, due to the quality of the furniture and form, are the signs by which it becomes
fashion-proof. The aim of this study is to take a new approach to these levels, in the spirit of
sustainability, in the mechanism of the value of wood products, but also their definition.

INTRODUCTION

Among hardwood products, furniture is suitable for testing in several ways. Hardwood products have
been chosen because the basis of the experiment is concentrated on these materials, and it is planned to
extend the experiment to include non-hardwood species in the future. Furniture has become a part of
our lives, according to Anthropogenesis, our closest relative is homo sapiens, which appeared
approximately 200,000 years ago as a result of a long evolutionary development, simultaneously with
this process, the appearance of the first primitive tools, the term or items such as "furniture”, can also
be dated to this time. (Kaesz, 1978) With the appearance of man came the advent of culture, which is
the information that one individual of a given species passes on to another by teaching or example.
Culture has changed and shaped the whole course of our development. (Attenborough, 2022)
Civilizations have emerged or come into existence. (Acuna-Soto et al, 2005) Over time, the tool and
material culture that surrounds people developed in parallel with mental and other endowments
(Howard). In addition to these tools, there have also been developments in the various mobilities. Among
these objects are the chest furniture made for storing crops, food, and later clothes, which over time
expanded in function, structure, and design, and became more and more sophisticated. A simple example
of the evolution of the form of objects is how, over time, mankind came from an archetype of a chair
with an average sitting function, the tree trunk, to the Lounge Chair designed by Eames or the high-tech
office chair of cutting-edge design. (Gy. Kaesz 1978)

RESEARCH AND METHODS

The primary objective of the research is to examine the development of value retention factors in relation
to wooden furniture, which is based on the relationship between the sustainability of wooden products
and the synergy of their long life cycle. Products can be assigned different subjective values, derived
from emotions and experiences. According to the interpretation of literary value retention (Barczi G.
and Orszag L. 1959), a material, object, or tool can be described as having a character or property that
satisfies a need and is appreciated by the individual or society. In relation to quality and quality issues,
relevant findings made by Szintay (Szintay et al., 2011), which, in addition to the definitions of quality,
also examine ethical aspects and make statements on these issues, as Turcsényi also writes about in his
thesis (Turcsanyi, 2014). According to Veress (Veress, 2015), the essence of quality is to satisfy the
needs of those involved in consumption and production. Products that meet quality criteria through
design are recognized through various design awards. The criteria for these awards are based on
compliance with the following criteria: humanity, sincerity, innovation, aesthetics, and design ethics.
These are complemented by additional criteria such as attractive appearance, excellent function, and
performance, high quality, user-friendly product. (G-Mark Org. 2024)
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The quality thus formulated was one of the most optimal starting points for the research, and the findings
related to the study of wooden toys were as follows: With regard to wooden products and toys, a
company founded by a master carpenter Ole Kirk Christiansen, the company known today as LEGO,
should be mentioned (Andersen, 2022). The company has a history of several decades, in whose values
the production, manufacturing, and sale of wooden products of the highest quality that serve the users
and that are passed down from generation to generation, have been given maximum importance. Ole
has recognized learning through play as an important means of developing children's creativity. Building
sets are crucial for children's development, and play has an essential role at this age, a topic that
Sebestyén has described in depth in his thesis "Development opportunities with LEGO® sets in early
childhood education" (Sebestyén et al. 2020). The LEGO ecosystem as we know it today can be
compared to the Mercedes-Benz AG philosophy of "Best or Nothing". The popularity of wooden toys
is still unbroken and they are considered eco-friendly products.

The various construction toys and models of trains, cars, and doll houses that can be found on the shelves
of toy stores to this day are still a significant number of products made of wood, alongside other plastic
products. The findings were based on visits to various toy stores and an examination of their product
ranges.

METHODS

To support our theories, we used in-depth interviews involving 27 people. In this way, the data necessary
for the research was collected and analyzed through users. In this way, we collected and analyzed data
through users. The people included in the study represented different social levels, both financial and
marital status, single or in a partnership. The age range chosen for the study was 25-45 years of age,
with different social and value levels. This age group is the most likely to have established a home and
existential values. The guided questions were freely answered by the participants in the experiment. This
data was recorded and used for the research, analysis, and evaluation, and the findings were used to look
for correlations. The interview questions focused on sustainability and the purchase and use of wood
products, which aimed to understand users' motivations. From the subjective opinions and information
of the participants in the study, which emerged from the interview responses, it was concluded that the
need for sustainability is becoming increasingly important for wood products. Simultaneously with
sustainability, the study also focused on the conceptual definition of value constancy in the field of
individual subjectivity. For wooden furniture, the origin of the products is an increasingly important
factor, with subjects considering whether the product is FSC certified as an important aspect. The
average of the formulations in the interviews did not differ from the definition in the literature. It can be
concluded that sustainability, recyclability, expandability, product durability, and repairability were also
factors highlighted by the interviewees as important for modern society. From these responses, it can be
concluded that the fate of our planet is an increasingly important factor for users. Closely related to the
results of our research, and supporting our findings, is a definition already made at the 1987 UN General
Assembly (Brundlandt, 1987), which states that "The Earth is one, but the world is not. The life of all
of us depends on the same biosphere to sustain life." These factors are the guiding principles for the 21st
century, as exemplified by the "Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation”, ESPR for short, and
the ESG goals.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

In the case of products, quality can be considered a defining indicator. Which means that for a given
product, a product with a higher quality attribute is better than a product with a lower quality attribute.
Moreover, quality should also be guaranteed. This feature distinguishes a higher quality product from a
commercial product In the interviews, it can be said that quality can also be associated with an indicator
and attribute such as reliability. For a product, reliability can be associated with low maintenance and
longevity. The findings on the issue of reliability, for a given product, which can be found in the
literature, are based on the thesis of Szabd (Szab6 és Nagy, 2009) the study of new levels of quality
management provides answers. A product is considered to have a long life if it is not completely worn
out by use and wear and tear during its life cycle, which is defined by the company that manufactures
and markets it. In the case of wooden products, an object with such a long life can be, for example, a
cabinet or a chair. During the interviews, one of the interviewed persons mentioned a wooden chest in
his possession, which dates back more than 100 years. In addition, emotions are also attached to the
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chest. An important object on which the family's life events were recorded, such as the birth of a child
(engraved inscription on the chest): "Mariska child", which usually includes years, serves as an imprint.
According to a metaphorical interpretation, an object that looks almost worthless, a wooden chest,
represents value for someone or some people. It still performs its original function to this day. From this
data, it can be concluded that the concept of value has an individual, subjective level. In the case of the
furniture pieces, the quality in the use of materials, the accuracy of the joints, and the precise processing
are the factors that were determined as a result of the interviews. The upper limit of the age range
surveyed, which included an older age group in the guided interviews, is that for earlier generations,
furniture was inherited, having served in a household for up to 50-60 years. In this way, it can be
concluded that such pieces of furniture have a long service life. From the interviews and the study, it
can be said that the furniture is replaced every 7 years on average. The following data were used to
answer the question of how new furniture is chosen: replacement is influenced by many factors, most
of which are fashion, changing needs, and the level of depreciation. However, it is also stated in the
survey and experience that there are cases when a piece of furniture is replaced, and the worn-out,
outdated piece of furniture or wooden toy is disposed of by selling or giving it away. In the past, this
trend was typical for families to pass on their assets, furniture, and household items over generations.
With the advent of globalization and the consumer society, which began to disappear in the 1950s, this
model, fortunately, is experiencing a renaissance again today This allows the wooden product to start a
new life in another place, creating a cycle. An example of this is the presence of type furniture. They
play an important role, these items are still in use in some older households. They are highly valued.
The late sixties was the era of the type of furniture, with mass-produced, high-precision, and made-to-
measure furniture and elements appearing on the market, giving birth to the hit furniture of the seventies
and eighties (Sari, 2021). These later evolved into the various flat-pack products, which incorporate the
stylistic elements and material variations of the modern era, which can be observed in the product range
of multinational companies in the present day (T6th, 2001). As time has passed, it can be said that the
mobility of structural solutions and flat-pack furniture is still present on the market.

CONCLUSIONS

With regard to the different hardwood products, which focus on their durability and sustainability
studies, by analyzing the subjective opinions of the people interviewed through guided interviews, it can
be stated that the archetype of the literary definition of durability does not differ from personal
motivations and opinions. Wooden products are present in our environment almost from the beginning
of our lives, whether it is a children's bed, a children's toy, and in the course of development in relation
to various wood-based products, such as a cabinet, chair, or any other utility device. With the passage
of time and the use of products, an attachment to the object develops, which becomes subjective values
and experiences in the person of the individual. In addition, the definition of value depends not only on
emotions but also on existential values developed over the years. In the course of the study, it can be
established by the basic knowledge and the interview that sustainability plays an increasingly important
role. The collection and incorporation of knowledge from the area and the user value system into a
sustainable study of the lifespan of wooden products and furniture requires further research work, during
which deeper connections and new levels of knowledge are defined.

REFERENCES

David Attenborough (2022) Egy élet a bolygénkon c. kdnyv [A Life On Our Planet, ], Park Kényvkiado
ISBN9789633558720

Gyorgy, Istvanfi (2011) Oskor Népi Epitészet - Az épitészet torténete [Prehistoric Folk Architecture -
The History of Architecture]. Terc Kereskedelmi és Szolgaltatdé Kft. ISBN 9789639968240

Rodolfo Acuna-Soto, David W Stahle, Matthew D Therrell, Sergio Gomez Chavez, Malcolm K
Cleaveland, (2005). Drought, epidemic disease, and the fall of classic period cultures in
Mesoamerica (AD 750-950). Hemorrhagic fevers as a cause of massive population loss,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2005.02.025;
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/key-components-civilization/

Russell Howard Tuttle (2000). Refinements in tool design, https://www.britannica.com/science/human-
evolution/Refinements-in-tool-design

128


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Acuna-Soto+R&cauthor_id=15922121
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Stahle+DW&cauthor_id=15922121
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Therrell+MD&cauthor_id=15922121
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Gomez+Chavez+S&cauthor_id=15922121
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Cleaveland+MK&cauthor_id=15922121
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=Cleaveland+MK&cauthor_id=15922121
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.mehy.2005.02.025
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/key-components-civilization/
https://www.britannica.com/science/human-evolution/Refinements-in-tool-design
https://www.britannica.com/science/human-evolution/Refinements-in-tool-design

11" HARDWOOD CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Furniture Design History (2016.03.03.) https://www.onlinedesignteacher.com/2016/02/furniture-
design-history.html [2024.02.26.]

Gyorgy, Kaesz Ismerjik meg a butorstilusokat [Learn about furniture styles], Gondolat Kiado, ISBN
9632806425, p4. - p. 222.

G. Barczi, L. Orszag (1959-1962) A Magyar nyelv értelmez6 kéziszotara I-VII. Kotet [The Explanatory
Dictionary of the Hungarian Language], Szovegrogzit6: Arcanum Adatbazis Kft., XML-konverzio,
Webprogramozas: Vitéz Gabor (2016), https://mek.oszk.hu/adatbazis/magyar-nyelv-ertelmezo-
szotara/elolap.php

EU ESPR, 2009L0125 — EN — 04.12.2012 — 001.001 — 1, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:02009L0125-20121204&from=EN,
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-
labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-
products-regulation_en

UN General Assembly Resolution nr. 70/1 2015. Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development. 35 old. https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1

LEGO History (2024) https://www.lego.com/en-us/history [2024.02.15.]

Mercedes-Benz Group, INNOVATION, A History of Making History, This Is What Makes “The Best
or Nothing.” https://www.mbusa.com/en/best-or-nothing/innovation [2024.02.20.]

Nobsi / Kiigesellid OU Harju tee 29 Arukiila, Raasiku ESTONIA 75201, Five advantages of wooden
toys for children, https://mynobsi.com/five-advantages-of-wooden-toys-for-children/
[2024.02.02.]

Julianna, Balint (2006) Minéség - Tanuljunk, tanitsunk, valésitsuk meg és fejlessziik tovabb [Quality -
Learn, teach, implement and improve], Terc Kereskedelmi és Szolg. Kft. ISBN 9789639535527

John Maeda (2006) The Laws of Simplicity, MIT Press, ISBN 9780262260954

Zsolt, Séri (2021) Kadarkocka és tipusbator — Vidéki életterek a szocializmusban [Kadarkocka and type
furniture - Rural living spaces under socialism, https://epiteszforum.hu/kadarkocka-es-tipusbutor--
videki-eletterek-a-szocializmusban [2024.02.10.]

Key Components of Civilization, National Geographic,
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/key-components-civilization/ [2024.02.17.]
Andras, Gelencsér (2023) Abrandok biivoletében [Under the spell of illusions — the limits of sustainable

development] , Akadémiai Kiadd Zrt, EAN 9789634548997

Zoltan, Pogatsa (2023) Fenntarthaté gazdasag vagy tarsadalmi 6sszeomlas [Sustainable economy or
social collapse], Kossuth Kiadd, Bp. ISBN: 9789635449804

Geoffrey Boothroyd, Peter Dewhurst, Winston A. Knight, (2011). Product Design for Manufacture and
Assembly, Third Edition, CPC Press

Matthew S. Bumgardner, David L. Nicholls, (2020) Sustainable Practices in Furniture Design: A
Literature Study on Customization, Biomimicry, Competitiveness, and Product Communication,
Published: 28 November 2020, https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4907/11/12/1277

KSH (2020). https://ksh.hu/s/kiadvanyok/fenntarthato-fejlodes-indikatorai-2022/

William Lidwell, Gerry Manacsa, (2009) Deconstructing product design, Exploring the form, function,
usability, sustainability, and commercial success of 100 amazing products, Rockport Publishers,
Inc.

Yijie Li, Xingfu Xiong, Min Qu, (2023) Research on the Whole Life Cycle of a Furniture Design and
Development System Based on Sustainable Design Theory, Published: 19 September 2023,
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4907/11/12/1277

J., ZalavériZalavari J. (2008) A forma tervezése — Designokoldgia [Designing the form - Design
ecology] . Scolar Kiad6, ISBN 9789632440446

J., Zalavari (2020). Designjatékok — A forma tervezésének jatékai és jatszmai [Design games - Games
and games of form design]. Scolar Kiad6, ISBN 9789635092598

Mihaly, Csikszentmihalyi (2018) Flow. Az aramlat. A tokéletes élmény pszicholégiaja [Flow. The flow.
The psychology of the perfect experience]. Akadémiai Kiado, Budapest.

Alice, Fayné Dr. Dombi és Edit, Dr. Sztanané Dr. Babics (2015a) Jatékpedagogia [Game pedagogy].
Szegedi Tudo- manyegyetem Juhasz Gyula Pedagogusképzé Kar, Szeged. URL:
http://www.jgypk.hu/mentorhalo/ tananyag/Jatekpedagogia/index.html

129


https://www.onlinedesignteacher.com/2016/02/furniture-design-history.html
https://www.onlinedesignteacher.com/2016/02/furniture-design-history.html
https://mek.oszk.hu/adatbazis/magyar-nyelv-ertelmezo-szotara/elolap.php
https://mek.oszk.hu/adatbazis/magyar-nyelv-ertelmezo-szotara/elolap.php
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://commission.europa.eu/energy-climate-change-environment/standards-tools-and-labels/products-labelling-rules-and-requirements/sustainable-products/ecodesign-sustainable-products-regulation_en
https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/70/1
https://www.lego.com/en-us/history
https://www.mbusa.com/en/best-or-nothing/innovation
https://mynobsi.com/five-advantages-of-wooden-toys-for-children/
https://epiteszforum.hu/kadarkocka-es-tipusbutor--videki-eletterek-a-szocializmusban
https://epiteszforum.hu/kadarkocka-es-tipusbutor--videki-eletterek-a-szocializmusban
https://education.nationalgeographic.org/resource/key-components-civilization/
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4907/11/12/1277
https://ksh.hu/s/kiadvanyok/fenntarthato-fejlodes-indikatorai-2022/
https://www.mdpi.com/1999-4907/11/12/1277
http://www.jgypk.hu/mentorhalo/%20tananyag/Jatekpedagogia/index.html

11" HARDWOOD CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

LEGO® Education (2019a) Encouraging Learning Through Play.
URL.: https://education.lego.com/en-us/ preschool/intro

Zosh, J. M., Hopkins, E. J., Jensen, H., Liu, C., Neale, D., Hirsh-Pasek, K., Solis, S. L. & Whitebread,
D. (2017) Learning through play: A review of the evidence.

URL.: https://www.legofoundation.com/ media/1063/learningthrough-play web.pdf

Gabor, Prof. Dr. Veress (2015). Min6ség és Etika [Quality and Ethics], Studia Wesperimiensia, XVI
évfolyam, 2015.1-11 szam, 124-167. oldal

Csaba Gabor, Szabd, Bence Jend, Nagy (2009). Uj iranyok, lehetéségek és modszerek a
mindségmenedzsmentben [New directions, opportunities and methods in quality management],
Vezetés Tudomany XL. évf. 2009. kilonszam

Karoly, Turcsanyi (2014) Mindségelmélet és modszertan [Quality theory and methodology], Nemzeti
Kdzszolgalati Egyetem, Budapest, ISBN 978-615-5491-08-5

G-Mark Design Award Criteria (2024). https://www.g-mark.org/en/learn/gda/overview

130


https://education.lego.com/en-us/%20preschool/intro
https://www.legofoundation.com/%20media/1063/learningthrough-play_web.pdf
https://www.g-mark.org/en/learn/gda/overview

